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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4809 
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SUBJECT: F-104 REPLACEMENT- VISIT BY BOARD CHAIRMEN OF 
GENERAL DYNAMICS AND UNITED AIRCRAFT 

1. ON 21 SEPTEMBER MAAG NETHERLANDS WAS CONTACTED BY 
GENERAL DYNAMICS PERSONNEL WHO ADVISED IT OF A PLANNED 
VISIT OF THE CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD OF GENERAL DYNAMICS AND 
UNITED AIRCRAFT. PURPOSE OF THE VISIT WAS TO MEET WITH HIGH 
LEVEL DUTCH POLITICAL AND MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED WITH 
SELECTION OF F104 REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT. DUR THE VISIT 

G.D. WAS PLANNING A SOCIAL EVENING AND DINNER FOR THE 
SENIOR POLITICAL AND MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

2. DUE TO THE POLITICAL CLIMATE, PARTICULARLY THE 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES BEING CONDUCTED IN THE LOWER CHAMBER 
ON THE DUTCH WHITE PAPER, AND SEVERAL PRESS ARTICLES 
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INVOLVED IN F-104 DECISION PROCESS, MAAG THOUGH IT 
INADVISABLE TO PROMOTE VISIT AT THIS TIME. ADDITIONALLY, 

MAAG SOUGHT ADVICE FROM THE COUNTRY TEAM. 

3. THE COUNTRY TEAM MEETING CONCLUDED WITH THE FOLLOWING 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

A. THE BEST INTEREST OF U.S. AND GENERAL DYNAMICS WOULD BE 
SERVED BY DELAYING THE VISIT. 

B. IF GENERAL DYNAMICS ELECTED TO CONTINUE VISIT, VISIT 
SHOULD INCLUDE ONLY MINISTERS OF DEFENSE, ECON, AND A 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM FOREIGN AFFAIRS. IT WOULD NOT BE 
HELPFUL TO REQUEST A CALL ON THE PRIME MINISTER AT THIS TIME. 

C. PLANS FOR DINNER AND SOCIAL EVENING SHOULD BE CANCELLED. 
SENIOR RNLAF PERSONNEL FURTHER CONFIRMED ADVISABILITY OF 
CANCELLING THE SOCIAL EVENT. 

4. TO ENSURE THAT GENERAL DYNAMICS THOROUGHLY UNDERSTOOD 
EMBASSY'S DESIRE TO FURTHER ALL AMERICAN COMPETITORS 

IN THE STAR FIGHTER REPLACEMENT PROJECT, AMBASSADOR CALLED ST. 
LOUIS AND TALKED TO MR. OTTO GLASSER, PRESIDENT OF GENERAL 
DYNAMICS INTERNATIONAL. SEE SEPTEL. 

5. AFTER RECAPPING THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THIS COUNTRY, 
AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED A LOW KEY APPROACH FOR ALL CONTRACTORS 
IN THE NETHERLANDS AT THIS TIME. FURTHER HE ADVISED MR. 

GLASSER THAT HE MAY FIND IT CONVENIENT AND HELPFUL FOR GD TO 
CONTACT MR. ED BEIGEL OF STATE DEPARTMENT FROM TIME TO TIME, 

TO KEEP APPRISED OF POLITICAL CLIMATE IN THE NETHERLANDS. 

GOULD 
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